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INVENTORY 
OF WATER QUALITY STANDARDS (WQS) RULEMAKING PROJECTS 

AND 
WQS PROJECTS UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR THE 2013 TRIENNIAL STANDARDS REVIEW 

November 25, 2013 

Group A: New or revised water quality standards (WQS) and amendments in rulemaking: 

1. Addition of eutrophication WQS for river systems and replacement of the existing turbidity WQS with 

WQS for Total Suspended Solids (TSS) :...:.::.::.r::.:..LL.::.::...::;;_;:_;;~===.:.:.:..:.:=~== 
2. WQS use classification changes for specific water bodies, including new Class 1 designations on a reach 

of the Thief River, updating Class 2A cold water surface waters (previously centered on trout waters), 

and reviewing and adding Class 7 limited resources value waters :..:...::.::=L::.:...::..:..::.::.:..!::.===.:.:..:.:.====JJ 
3. Updates to the methods for deriving human health-based WQS to maintain consistency with the 

Minnesota Department of Health's Health Risk Limits in Minn. R. ch. 4717 and EPA's Methodology for 
Deriving Ambient Water Quality Criteria for the Protection of Human Health (2000) 

4. Revisions to variance rule language :..:..::.::=L::.:...::..:..::.::.:..!::.===~==:.:..:..r..""-'-:_;;;;_ 
5. Modification to the existing non-degradation rules:..:...:::.::=~~::.:..!:::.===~===~= 

Group B: New or revised WQS and amendments that are progressing towards rulemaking: 

1. Identification of waters used for production of wild rice and possible modification of the existing sulfate 

standard for protection of wild rice :..:..::.::=~==r::.======.::.===' 
2. Revision of the existing aquatic life use classifications to incorporate a Tiered Aquatic Life Use (TALU) 

framework 
:..:...::.::=~~=r::.=====~~=~ 

Group C: New or revised WQS and amendments being considered by the MPCA as part of the 2013 Triennial 
Standards Review and for which the MPCA seeks comment: 

1. Revision of or additions to pollutant-specific human health-based WQS, employing updated human
health based WQS methods (these methods are anticipated to be adopted into Minn. R. 7050.0222 by 
December 2014). The list of WQS for possible update include: any toxic pollutant listed in Minn. R. 
7050.0220, 7050.0222 or 7052.0100 or any other surface water pollutant deemed a priority. 

2. Revision of recreational water quality criteria for human health protection from surface water 
pathogens, specifically Escherichia coli (E. coli), employing 2012 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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(EPA) 304(a) Recreational Water Quality Criteria 

3. Revision of the approach for Class 1, Domestic Consumption, designations and associated WQS for 

groundwater and surface water for consistency with other state regulations. 
4. Additions or revisions of numeric WQS for protection of aquatic life based on EPA 304(a) Ambient 

Water Quality Criteria or any other EPA criteria published since 2004. Specific pollutants under 
consideration include cadmium*, copper*, nonylphenol*, acrolein, ammonia, carbaryl, diazinon, 
tributyltin and selenium (in draft). 

5. Revision of the Class 2 aquatic life standard for chloride*. 
6. Addition of an MPCA-derived Class 2 aquatic life WQS for nitrate*#. 
7. Revision to and update of existing Class 3 (Industrial Consumption) and Class 4 (Agriculture and 

Wildlife) designations and associated WQS*. (Note: this does not include update of existing Class 4 
designations and WQS related to the identification of waters used for production of wild rice and 
possible modification of the existing sulfate standard for protection of wild rice, which is already a 
priority for revision.) 

8. Updates to the list of outstanding resource value waters in Minn. R. 7050.0180. 

9. Review of limited resource value waters (Class 7). 

*this WQS or amendment topic was selected as a priority during the 2008 Triennial Standards Review 
{TSR) but for various reasons has not advanced to rulemaking; this topic is being re-prioritized as part 
of the 2013 TSR. 
#the addition of an MPCA-derived Class 2 aquatic life WQS for nitrate will continue to be an agency 
priority; its development will proceed upon a=>A's completion of supplemental aquatic life toxicity tests 
for nitrate. 


